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II. Peter Moecklin and Peter Lehmann
Pastors of St. John's United Evangelical Church
of Addison, Illinois
Fran Horn
In 1846 the congregation "The German United Evangelical Church of Addison, DuPage County,
Illinois," which had no denominational affiliation but sought to include all German-speaking
Protestants and any other believers in its fold, built the first church and parsonage, with Francis
Hoffmann their first pastor. Most its members hailed from the village of Schale in the district of
Tecklenburg in Hanover, then part of Prussia. Y~t in the summer of 1847 the Lutheran minister
C. A. T. Selle of Chicago initiated the expulsion of all non-Lutherans from the congregation
which was completed by 1848.

By the end of 1848, therefore, the families that had been ejected from the now purely
Lutheran Church made plans to build their own church which they called St. John's United
Evangelical Church of Addison, DuPage County, Illinois. There was competition between the
northerners and the southerners about where to build the church. The northerners won out by
raising the most money. But this did not appear to cause a breach. The people who lived
along the Des Plaines River cut down huge oaks for lumber. Free-will offerings were collected
and totaled $119.00 and by the Fall of 1849 plans for the church were complete.
With the help of Reverend Fischer of St. Paul's Church in Chicago they found a
minister to serve the church. His name was Rev. Wucherer. At the time he was in Milwaukee.
Since it was January and Lake Michigan was frozen, the only way to get to Chicago was on
foot. He arrived at John Henry Franzen's house in Dunkle's Grove by mid-February. News
quickly spread that a minister had arrived and would be giving a sermon. He gave a trial
sermon in the English stone schoolhouse about a half-mile east of the site of the church.
After the service the congregation voted to accept Rev. Wucherer as their pastor. Wucherer
accepted the call and was happy that he would not have to walk back to Milwaukee. He sent
for his wife and son in the spring and settled into a house a member of the congregation had
lent him.
The church, along with a parsonage was built that summer and dedicated on October
7, 1849. A cemetery was also established. Sadly, Rev. Wucherer was pastor for only a year
and a half. He died from what would appear to be a tubercular hemorrhage. The next pastor
named Peter Moecklin served the church for nearly eighteen years. A native of Switzerland,
he came to America to serve as a pastor in a German immigrant church. While he was in Ohio
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staying with a fellow countryman, he had heard that a congregation near Chicago needed a
pastor. He came to Addison on November 10, 1950 and the next day, a Sunday, gave a

gastpredigt, a guest-sermon. The congregation immediately held a meeting and asked Rev.
Moecklin to be their pastor.
Under his pastorate this German congregation grew and prospered. St. John's became
a member of the newly formed Evangelical Synod. One of the goals of the Synod was to
encourage their churches to accept as communicants all baptized Christians, that is practice
open communion. This was the major point of contention that had led to the split with the
Lutherans of the Missouri Synod.
In his history of St. John's Pastor Wolf described the pastoral efforts of Ulrich
Moecklin with these words: "He worked hard to improve his sermons,. make them more
thought provoking; he made many home visits and strove to help people to return to the
friendly and helpful ways they used to have. He worked to build peace and trust instead of
unrest in the congregation. He taught school and confirmation. He spent time with the
children nearing adulthood. He worried about the settlers who live a long distance from the
church. As a result a teacher from Germany named Rath settled in Elk Grove and set up
school in his home. Another German school was erected by a good number of members
about a mile from the church." The work of a minister on the frontier was not an easy one.
These were prosperous times for the people who made up St. John's Church. During
the Civil War farm prices went up and the value of their land increased twenty times from
what their parents had originally paid. They felt they could afford to make improvements.
They built a seventy-five foot steeple and bought a church bell to call worshippers to church
on a Sunday morning, but also to let people know when members of the church had died; it
would be rung for every year of the life of the deceased. In the Spring of 1868 Peter
Moecklin felt that the church needed a younger pastor to carry on what he had begun. He
also longed to return to Canton Zurich, but unfortunately this was not to be. While visiting
his old friend Gerhard Landmeier, Rev. Moecklin suffered a stroke and died a short time
later. It was said that so many people attended his funeral that the cemetery was entirely filled
with mourners.
The frontier era of the community was passing. Theological institutions were
developing to supply well-trained and professional ministers to congregations. Through the
advice and help of a member of the District Office of the Evangelical Synod of the Northwest,
the congregation of St. John's was able to find a new pastor, Peter Lehmann who, like pastor
. Moecklin, was Swiss and came from Canton Bern, Switzerland, but had attended seminary in
this country. Pastor Lehmann gave his first sermon on July 12, 1868. He continued as the
congregation's pastor until 1880. At his retirement dinner which also celebrated the silver
wedding anniversary of the Pastor and his wife, there was a comical skit depicting a wedding
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interrupted by a pair who objected to the wedding. Everybody reminisced happily about the
time that Pastor Lehmann and his wife had spent at St. John's.
By the 1870's the congregation had increased to the point where the church was too
small. It had been the practice to rent pews by the year. But now the church had so many
new members that the newcomers, many newly arrived from Germany, were forced to stand in
the back of the church. It was time for a new church building. In January 1873 the members
voted to build a new church. Many planning meetings were held and people enthusiastically
pledged what they could afford to the project. The elders of the church visited the members
who had not been able to attend the meetings and enlisted their support. The entir~ St. John's
congregation was involved. The new church was completed in the Fall of 1873 and a grand
dedication.
· Excerpt from Fran Hom, "A Church on the Prairie: The Story of the Founding of St. John's
Ministers Who Have Served St. John's," in St. John's 150th Anniversary Book Wood Dale,
IL: Print House, Ltd., 1999), 12-13. Excerptedby permission.

The First Church Dedicated October 7, 1849
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The New Church Dedicated November 9, 1873
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